
A Letter from Mayor Dave Wood  

Mishawaka Communicator 

It’s important to have some of us old codgers around to look back and 
remember the way things used to be. Mishawaka devotes a lot of effort 
to protecting and promoting its proud traditions and history.  It’s equally 
important to engage young people in local government to imagine what 
could be in the future.  I believe wholeheartedly, if Mishawaka is to 
thrive, we must engage the youth of our community and get them 
participating in local government at a very early age.  An aspect I love 
most and one which has become a major element of my role is “educator
-in-chief of local government.” I relish opportunities to visit classrooms of 
our local community. Typically, I give lectures on local government, my 
job and Mishawaka history.  One of my most sacred duties is to involve, 

educate and prepare our future generations for citizenship and leadership here in the 
Princess City.  

The way we have found best to accomplish this is through my Mayors Youth Advisory 
Council [MYAC].   I consider it among my most important initiatives and has been 
recognized as a best practice in local government.  The purpose of my MYAC program is 
three-fold; it creates opportunities for community service, educates them about our City 
government and shows students the value of their “hometown.” All while providing 
leadership skills and opportunities for growth. 
 
MYAC is a two-year program for high school sophomores, juniors and seniors.  An 
average of 25 students participate in the program per year; each nominated by teachers, 
coaches, parents, elected officials or community members.  All MYAC members are 
considered representatives of local government and are sworn in using the same oath of 
office I take.  In my 12 years in office, we’ve had over 175 Youth Council participants.  

Send your questions, comments, or concerns to communicator_feedback@mishawaka.in.gov 
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Working together to build the “Best Hometown in America” by delivering exceptional services,  
promoting safe and clean neighborhoods, elevating the quality of life and inspiring pride in our community. 

Mishawaka, Indiana 

Dave Wood, Mayor www.mishawaka.in.gov August 2023 

 

(cont’d on next page) 

Upcoming Events  

 
https://mishawaka.in.gov 

https://facebook.com/
cityofmishawaka 

https://mishawaka.in.gov/
communicator 

https://mishawaka.in.gov/
parksandrecreation 

https://twitter.com/
MishawakaMayor 

https://instagram.com/
MishawakaMayor/ 

ONLINE ACCESS 

Sept 9 21+ Prom Night 
 (Ball Band Biergarten) 

Sept 16 Hydroponic Gardens 
 (MEF Community 

Greenhouse) 

Sept 21 Third Thursday 

Sept 29 Glow in the Park 
Rave/Run 

 (Central Park) 

Oct 13 Boo-ze & Brews 
 (Ball Band Biergarten) 

Oct 14 Pumpkin Harvest & 
Carving 

 (MEF Community 
Greenhouse) 

Oct 19 Third Thursday 

Oct 20 Monster Dash & 
Dance 

 (Ball Band Biergarten) 

Oct 28 Table or Treat  
 (Riverwalk) 

ñMishawakaôs Front 
Porch Friday with 

Mayor Dave Woodò   
 

107 North Main Street, 
Mishawka.  The event will 
take place on 
Friday,  
8/18 and 
9/29 from 
noon to 
1:30pm. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 

SAFETY IS 

EVERYONE'S                   

 RESPONSIBILITY!!  

              MISHAWAKA UTILITIES 
 
In an effort to lower online payment transaction fees for our customers, Mishawaka Utilities will 
soon be transitioning to a percentage-based fee structure. Effective 09/01/23, all credit or debit 
card payments will incur a 2.95% fee per transaction. 
 
This change affects all credit and debit card payments including payments made in-office, kiosk 
payments, and all recurring credit/debit card transactions. Payments made via our automated 
phone line (IVR) will incur a 2.95% fee + $1.95.  
 
Please note that this fee change does not affect ACH payments. The fee structure for ACH pay-
ments will remain the same at $3.75 per transaction. 
 
No action is required at this time; however, to explore your payment options or make any chang-
es, please visit our website at www.mishawaka.in.gov. If you need assistance or have any ques-
tions about these changes, please contact our office by phone at 574-258-1630 or email mubill-
ing@mishawaka.in.gov.  
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A Letter from Mayor Dave Wood (continued) 

Send your questions, comments, or concerns to communicator_feedback@mishawaka.in.gov 

Yours in Mishawaka, 

This year’s class wrapped up with a cookout at City Hall. Participants are from Mishawaka HS, Marian, Penn and South 
Bend - St. Joseph.  These 23 members are particularly dynamic, talented and are making a big impact on our 
hometown. 
 
Highlights from this year include another 
successful project providing Thanksgiving meals to 
Mishawaka families in need and several field trips 
to various departments. These are hands-on 
demonstrations and show the services the City 
provides. The visit to the Mishawaka Utilities 
Electric division training facility was a popular one!  
I also assigned the group a leadership project they 
accepted and embraced.  Each year, I give my 
MYAC a big project to improve Mishawaka for their 
peers.  Previous groups have designed the award-
winning Heroes Park and their own meeting space 
here in City Hall. Most recently, they accepted my challenge to design a small “pocket park” at the corner of Main and 
First Streets.  This is their opportunity to add a bit of “cool” to our historic downtown and I love the concept they have 
come up with all on their own.  
 
Developing the concept began last fall. Members attended educational workshops, broke into committees, met with our 
City’s department managers, listened to experts in the field, created a budget, selected amenities, developed marketing 
materials, (including a promotional video and conducting media interviews) met with stakeholders, hosted donor 
meetings with local CEOs, refined plans with engineers and landscape architects, presented to organizations like the 
Mishawaka Business Association, and finally, presented to a jury in a State competition.  We threw out an ambitious 
goal of raising $50,000 with a rapid, two-month deadline.  If the students were able to raise it, the State of Indiana’s 
Housing and Community Development Authority would match it through their Patronicity program.   

 
I’m tremendously proud of these students and proud to announce we hit 
our goal!  Thanks to nearly 200 donors, including some of you, the MYAC 
exceeded their goal.  With over $100,000 in the bank, this project is a 
reality!  The project will consist of a plaza, seating, lighted selfie 
sculpture, a relief sculpture of the St. Joseph River, an ivy wall, 
landscaping, bicycle rack and information display board.  In May, the 
members presented their completed design to Andrew Berlin, partner of 
the Chicago Cubs and owner of the South Bend Cubs.  He gave the 
students great advice and was so impressed, he committed to donating 
the Boston Ivy starts for the brick wall from the original Boston Ivy at 
Wrigley Field!  A special groundbreaking ceremony will be held on August 
14th at 5:30 p.m.  You are all invited!  I think Mishawaka will love and 
utilize the vision of these hometown teens for generations to come. 
 
The program could not exist without the help and support of people who 

give their time to help mentor.  I’d especially like to thank my wife, Jaimi, my Executive Assistant, Krista Neighbour, my 
Administrative Assistant, Debby Gregg, Interns, Lizette Ramirez, and Ifeoluwa Aluko and our parent volunteers. 
Mishawaka is better because of their passion for our young leaders. 
 
With tons of activities competing for studentsô time, choosing to make their hometownôs future a priority 
says all you need to know about them.  They have my eternal gratitude and I love them all as if they 
were my own. These kids are our future leadersé and our future is in great hands! 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Join us to celebrate the holiday season for our annual Winterfest celebration! This 
event will kick off with a lighted parade, arrival of Santa and tree lighting.  It will 

feature free ice skating, hot cocoa, visits with Santa, ice carving, horse-drawn carriage rides and 
more!  

SAVE THE DATE!!!!! 
 

WINTERFEST  
December 2nd  

5-10PM 
Ironworks Plaza 


